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But this I confeſs. a#t5 ther, that after the Way 
which they call Here. fa Werſhip I the God 
of my Fathers, believing all Thiags which are 
written in the Las, and the Prophets, 


art and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the 
great Author and Finiſber of the 
w -*v} Goſpel Faith, the moſt trouble- 

SY» LI ſome Eye-ſore to the Jewiſh 
Priefts and Elders, was the great Apoſtle to 
the Gentiles, St. Dal; on account of his ſtre- 
nuouſly aſſert ting, and vigorouſly defending 
our Chriſtias Liberty from the burthenſome 
Rites and Ceremonies of rhe M-/a7e Law. 8 
ſtrangely bigotted were the Jeriſh Nation 10 
the Temple Worſh: :p and Service, ſo highty did 
they value themſcives thereupon, and 90 grent 
were their Expectations of Happineſs from 
their Communion im it, that they were im nie- 
diately fir'd on the leaſt (light of, or Ohietio.n 
againſt it, and purſucd with the utmolt Mz- 
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lice, Rage, and Revenge, thoſe who turned 
their Backs on it, or endeavcur'd to depreciate 
it. This was the Foundation of all their Fury 
againſt our Apoſtle. They could not bear to 
hear him go up ard down preaching to the 
Genti'e Converts the Needleſſneſs of their ſub- 
mitting to Circumciſion, and that the Obſer- 
vance of the legal Ceremonies was not neceſſary 
to Salvation. Hence it was they rais'd the 
Mob againſt him, inſulted him, accus'd him 
before the Magiſtrate, and unſhearh'd the Ci- 
vil Sword 2apaiiit him whenever they could; 
but they could not obtain their Ends againſt 
him, could neither ſtop his Month nor take 
away his Life. Upon his Arrival at Jerzſalem, 
in Complaiſance to James and others, and in 
order, if puthble, to take off the Odium rais'd 
againſt him, by the Jewiſh Zcalors, he goes 
into the Temple to purify himſelf, and offer 
Offerings with ſome others of his Friends, ac- 
cording tothe Law. Being diſcover'd by ſome, 
who had ſeen and heard him elſewhere, the: 
Popu:ace were preſently halloo'd, and a gene- 
ral Inſurrection made, in order to murder 
him. But being reicued by the Roman Com- 
mander, he was reſerv'd ior a formal Trial 
before the Governor fx; where we find 
hum tanding with his Accuſers at the Begin— 
ning of this xxivth. Chapter. The Counſel 
enplov'd againſt him was one Tertullws, a 
Mai of conſiderable Note and Figure, a N 

Stile, 
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Stile, and inſinvating Addreſs, as we may 
ſee, ver. 2. 3. 4 The Crimes charg'd upon 
the Apoſtle by general Approbation, were no 
leſs than Sedition, Hereſy,and flagrant Impiety. 
They repreſented him as an univerſal Nuſance 
and Plague; as one chat endavour'd to under- 
mine and overturn both Church and State, 
wherever he came, ver. 5. 6. A Charge! 
which could it have been made good, would 
have vindicated all their violent Proceedings 
againſt him, had they been much more ſo; 
but it was as falſe as it was black; and in the 
Refutation of ir, St. Paul never ſhew'd him- 
ſelf, noi could any Man ſhew himſelf poſſibly, 
more the Gentleman, the Scholar, and the 
Chriſtian, No Interruption did he give his 
Accuſer; no indecent Forwardneſs did he 
ſhew to defend himſelt; but when permitted, 
how caim and modelt his Reply ! how enga- 
ging his Manner of Application! how plain, 
and yet how full his Antwer! how cheerful, 
frank, and couragious (the uſual Conſequence 
of Innocence and Uprightneſs) doth he ap- 

car! ver. 10. 11. 12. 13. 9.4, Felix, du- 
ring the Courſe of thy Adminiſtration, thou 
haſt had frequent Opportunities of acquainting 
thyſelt with the Je Manners and Cuſtoms, 
and canſt be no Stranger to the Diſpoſitions 
and Tempers of my Countrymen, Thou art 
not unskilPd in our Law, nor needeſt to be in- 
formed, what Er -nge and violent Bigots this 
| Nation 
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Nation is to their Tenets and Notions; and 
therefore art nor in Danger of being impos'd 
upon, as one newly come to the Government 
might be. The Knowledge of this encourageth 
me to ſpeak, and emboldeneth me to expect 
Juftice at thine Hands. It is but twelve Daus a- 
go ſince I came to Jeruſalem, Six of which I have 
been confined alſo. My Deſign in coming 
was religious, viz. to bring Alms to my Nation, 
and to worſhip God at the Feaſt of Pentecaſt 
according to Commandment, My Behaviour 
in the City and Temple, and their other Pla- 
ces of Worſhip was becoming this pious De- 
ſign. I never attempted to inflame the Spirits 
ot any, neither have I had any Controverſy, 
as to religious Matters, with any Man ſince 
my Arrival; but the whole of my Behaviour 
hath been quiet and peaceable, Whatever 
therefore hath been alledged againſt me, is 
entirely groundleſs, and I challenge them to 
the Proof of it. Burt leſ thou ſhouldeſt be ſur- 
p. iz d at their Conduct, s not being able to 
vnravel the Myltery ©! their appearing thus 
ragingly and furiou{ly againſt me, I mult 
and will inform thee that, though the God I 
worſhip, be the ſame God they worſhip, and 
the God of both our Forefathers ; though there 
is not a Word written in the Law and the Pro- 
phets, which they profeſs ſo much Zeal tor, 
hut what I believe to be of Divine Authority, 


yer ine Way and Manner of my worſhipping 
this 
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this God is rang ch to them, being ſomes 


what different from theirs; and therefore in 
order ro diſcourage and diſcountenance it, 
they giveita Name of Reproach and Scandal, 
and call it Hereſy, Hence all this Noiſe and 
Clamour, theſe Slanders and Accuſations a- 
gainſt me. But this | confeſs unto thee, that after 
the Way which they call Hereſy, jo worſhip I the 
God of my Fathers, beliewing all Things, which 
are written in the Law and the Prophets, The 
Propoſition I ſhall advance as the Subject of my 
Diſcourſe from theſe Words, is, | 

W hoſoever worſhippeth the eternal God, 
according to the Scripture Revelation, though 
he may be repreſented under the Scandalous 
Denomination of an Heretick, need not be 
aſham'd norafraid to confeſs and own it ro any 
Man, of whatever Religion, or in whatever 
Station of Life he is. 

1his I confeſs, I freely own, and openly avow, 
without Bluſhing or Dread, to thee, Falix, 
whom I know to be a Worſhipper of other 
Gods. though thou art the Supreme Ruler of 
this Nation, and now fitteſt in Judgment upon 
my ſelf, that after the Way, according to that 
Manner, Inſtitution, and Rule, which they call 
Hereſy, which this my Accuſer, and theſe 
Prieſts and Elders give no better a Name to, 
than Hereſy, So worſhip I the God of my Fathers, 
the ſame God, whom all my Fathers before 
me worſhipped ; whom thoſe good and groan 
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Men, the Prophets and Patriarchs reverenced 
and adored; whois the ſame yeſterday, ro-day, 
and for ever, believing all Things which are writ- 
ten in the Law and the Prophets, herein am I di- 
reed, guided, and governed by that Reve- 
lation, which God hath made of himſelf and 
his Will by Moes in the Law, and by the 
Prophets in their Writings, which is the Ob- 
ject of my Faith, and which I take as the only 
Rule of my religious Practice. 

In the Proſecution of this Argument I ſhall 
uſe this Method, ' 

Firſt, I ſhall enquire what it is to worſhip 
God according to the Scripture Revelation. 

Secoxdly. What is contained under the De- 
nomination of an Heretick which the Worſhip- 
per of the eternal God according to the Scrip- 
ture Revelation, may be ſcandalouſly repre- 
ſented to be. 

Thirdly, Why ſuch an one, tho' thus ſcan- 
dalouſly repreſented, need not be aſha m'd nor 
afraid to confeſs and on it to any Man, of 
whatever Religion, or in whatever Station 
of Life he is. 022 34, | 

Fourthly, I ſhall conclude with ſome ſuitable 
Reflections. | 

Firft. The firſt Enquiry is, What is it to 
worſhip God according to the Scriptare Reves 
lation? 

To worſhip God according ro the Scripture 


Revelation in the General is ro be determined 
| | in 


C9) 


in all our Addreſſes to the Supreme Being, both 

asto the Way and Manner,and Circumſtances 
of them, by thoſe Directions and Precepts, 
which God hath given us in his written Word; 
to take our Bibles, as being an infallible Re- 
cord of Divine Truth, tor our alone Guide, 
and ro adore and ſerve our Maker as we are 
there inſtructed to do, without any the leaſt 
Deviation. 


Particularly, 


Firſt. To worſhip God according to the 
Scripture Revelation, is to worſhip him ſingly 
and alone; to admit none into Competition 
or Rivalſhip with him in our Worſhip. Thou 

| ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, and ſerve him, and 
' ſhalt ſwear by his Name; ye ſhall not go after other 
Goat, of the Gods of the People which are round 
about you, Deut. vi. 13, Then ſaith Jeſus 
unto him, get thee hence Satan; for it i written 
thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only 
ſhalt thou ſerve, Matt. iv. 10. 

Divine Worſhip is founded on the adorable 
Excellencies of the Divine Nature; God being 

ſſeſſed of all poſſible Perfections in the 

igheſt Manner and Degree. It neceſſarily 
relults alſo from the infinite Obligations we 
lye under to him; having receiv'd our very 
Beings from his Power and Goodneſs, and 
depending on him every Moment for the Con- 
B | tinuance 
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tinuance of Life, and every Mercy we enjoy. 
1hoa art worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory, Ho- 
nour, and Power; for thou haſt created all Things, 
and for thy Pleaſure they are and were created, 

Rev. iv. 11. | 
Foraſmuch now as God is the ſole Creator, 
Preſerver, and Governor of the Univerſe; 
needed no Help nor Aſſiſtance fm any other, 
in the Formation of the Werld at firſt; nor 
wants any in his provideniial Carc of all thoſe 
Things, which his Almighty Hand did frame; 
foraſmuch as there is none in the Heavens to 
be likened unto him, nor any among the 
Sons of the Mighty to be compar'd with kim, 
Gcd is the only fit and proper Object of reli- 
gious Worſhip, and he alone ſhould be wor- 
ſhipped by us. This he claims as his Preroga- 
tive, and fo jealous is he ot his Honour, that 
he will not part with this his Glory to any 
other, and hath threatned ſeverely to puniſh 
thoſe, who offer to put any on a Par with him 
in this Reſpect. I am the Lord, that is my Name, 
aud my Glory will | not grve to another, neither 
my Praiſe to graven Iwa;'s Iaih xlii. 8. 
Lon ſhalt worſhp no other God, fer the Lord, 
wh, ſe Name is jealows, is a jralons God, Exod. 
XXX v. 14, Whoſoever therefore hath other 
Gocls betore him, or maketh unto himſelf 
any graven Image, or any Likeneſs of any 
Thing that is in Heaven above, or that is in 
the Earth beneath, or that is in the Water 
under 
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under the Earth, and boweth down himſelf 
to them and ſerveth them, acts contrary to 
the Will of God, and his Worſhip is anti- 
ſcriptural. 

Seconaly, To worſhip God according to the 
S:ripture Revelation is to worſhip him in and 
by Chriſt Jeſus; the only Mediator between 
God and Man. Though there be that are called 
Gods, wietber in Heaven or in Earth, (as there 
be Gads mary, and Lords many) but to gs there 
is but one God the Father; of whom are all Things 
and we in him; and ohe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom 
are ail Things, aua we by him, 1. Cor. viii. 5. Jeſus 
faith auto him, I am the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life; No Man cometh unto the Father bat by ue. 
John xiv. 6. |Whitſoever ye do in rd or Deed, do 
all in the Name of the Lord ſeſus, giving Thank; 
to God and the Father by him. Col. iii. 17. 
Mankind by their Sin and Apoſtacy from God, 
juſtly forfeited the Divine Favour, and incurtil 
his righteous Anger and Diſpleaſure; fo that 
he might ſor ever have baniſh'd them from 
his Prefence, and pet mitted not the leaſt Com- 
munion between lum and them. 

They had allo ſo corrupted and deijl-d 
themſelves by their Lults; had rendered them - 
telves fo unlike the Purity of the Divine Na- 
ture; had made themſelves ſo abominable in 
his Eyes, that they could not but bluſh, and 

be afraid to approach him in any act of Wor- 
hip iu their own Names, leſt he ſnou't frowu 
1 ; B 2 upon 
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upon them in Wrath, and rejeQ all their Ser- 
vices at their Hands. 

God in Mercy and abundant Goodneſs con- 
triv'd a Method to Salve his Honour, and. 
give them Encouragement. He graciouſly 
ſent his own eternal Son into the World; laid 
on him the Iniquities of us all; made his Soul. 
a Sacrifice for Sin; accepted of the Aronement, 
and advanc'd him to his own Right Hand, as 
2 Mediator and Interceſſor for us; and hath ſet 
him fortb 4s 4 Propitiation thro Faith in his Blood, 
to declare bis Righteouſneſs, for the Remiſſion of 
ins that are paſt, thro the Forbearance of God; 
that lie might be juſt, and the Juſtiſter of him t hat 
celicwveth in jeſus. Rom. iii. 25. And me ſeting 
that we have jo great an High. Prieſt, that is paſſes. 
rwtothe Heavens, jeſus the Sen of God, may cone 
boldly unte I brene of G race, that we may obtain 
Mercy, and ſind Grace to help in 1ime of Need, 
Heb. iv. 14,16. WERE 2. 

Theſe Doubts and Fears of the Divine Ac- 
ceptance, that mult neceffarily ariſe from the 
Know!edge of the Divine Holineſs and Juſtice, 
and a Conſciouſneſs of our own Unworthinels 
and Guilt, are by this Scheme of Grace re- 
mov'd; and having ſo great and powerful an 
Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the 
righteous, We may draw near to God in full 
Aſſurance ot Faich, and preſent our Petitions 
and Services before him, in Hope and Con- 


ticzence of being heard and accepted of * 
| 10 
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To addreſs the Eternal God in our ow 
Names; to rely merely on the Mercy of God, 
and the Sincerity of our own Hearts and 
Ways for Acceptance; to come before him as 
an abſolute, uncovenanting God, as it natu- 
rally tends to damp our Spirits, and fill our 
Minds with Fear, ſo is it directly contra 
to the Scripture Revelation ; which groun 
all the Boldneſs and Acceſs with Confidence to 
God on the Faith of Feſus. Eph. iii. 12. 

To make Uſe of, or place any Truſt in, 
the Merit and Mediation of any other beſides 
Chriſt, whether Saint or Angel, how holy or 
exalted ſoever, is a way of Worſhip equally an- 
tiſcriptural; for as there is but one God, ſo 
there is but one Mediator between God and Men, 
the Man Chriſt Jeſus, who gave himſelf 4 Ran- 
fone ;for- ol; x Tim. at & 

' Thirdly, To Worſhip God according to the 
Scripture Revelation, is to Worſhip him in 
Spirit and in Truth. The Hour cometh, and 
now is, when the true Worſbippers ſhall worſhip 
the Father in Spirit and Truth; for the Father 
ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. God is 4 Spirit, 
and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in 
Spirit and in Truth. John iv. 23. 24. 

In Divine Worſhip, it we follow the Di- 
rections of Scripture, all the Powers and Fa- 
culties of our Souls, mult be engaged, and 
we mult draw nigh to God with our Hearts 
and Spirits, 

Our 
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Our Reaſon and Underſtanding, mult bear 


A Part in the Service we pay to God. As 


reaſonable Creatures, 'tis neceſſary, that we 


have a proper Knowledze of the Nature and 
Perfections of that Being we addreſs ourſelves 


unto; that we underſtand the Meaning, De- 
gn, and Era of that Service we pay unto 
im. It is the higheſt Reflection poſſible on 
the Chriſtian Worlkip, to make it an wnreaſ9- 
nable Service, as tho? we were not to know 
what we did, when we worſhipped the Su- 
om Being. This would be opening a 
Gate for all Manner of Saperſtition and En- 
thuſiaſm to enter in, and is therefore expret- 
ly condemned by our Lord. John iv. 22. Te 
Worſhip ye know not what : We know what we 
Worſhip, for Salvation is of the Jews. 
Our Wills alſo mult be engag'd. The Wor- 
ſhip of God, according to Scripture, muſt be 
without Grudging, and Conſtraint, Our Af- 
fections neither muſt be wanting; which, 
tho? they are but indifferent Guides (becauſe 
if followed blindly, they are apt to lead us 
into wild and indecent Extravagancies) vet, 
are of very great Uſe and Service to quicken 
and encourage us againſt Temptation, and in 


' Spite of Oppoſition, if wiſely kept under, 


and duly made to follow the Direction and 
Government of our Reaſon and Judgment. 


Not ſlothful in Buſineſs, fervent in Spirit, ſerv- 


ing tue Lord. Rom. xii. 11, - 
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| $txctrITY and UeriGHTNESS, is A ne 
eeſſary Ingredient of the Divine Worſbip, if 
perform'd agreeably to Scripture Direction. 
God deſireth Truth in the inward Parts, Pl. li. 4. 
And is nigh unto all that call upon him in Trath. 
Pf. clxv. 18. Our Acts 6f Worſhip mult be per- 
form'd in Obedience to the Divine Command; 
muſt flow from a Senſe of our Duty and Olligati- 
ens to him, and be deſiga'd as a means, whereby 
the Name of our God may be glorified in the 
World, and our Souls attain the Enjoyment of 
him. Whenſoever any baſe, worldly Ends, 
inſinuate themſelves into the Worſhip of God, 
and we deſign thereby more our Temporal 
Intereſt, than his Honour and Glory, whom 
we profeſs to warſhip, ſo far we go againſt 
Scripture; It is only a Mockery of God, mere 
Hypocrily, and will be .reſented accord- 
ingly. 4h 

0 the worſhipping God thus in Spirit and 

Truth, the Scripture teacheth us, that the 
Aids and Aſſiſtance of the Divine Spirit are ne- 
ceſſary. For through Chrilt we have an Acceſs 
by one Spirit unto the Father. Eph. ii. 18. By 
him we are fitted, and prepared for, and aſſiſt- 
edin, the Worſhip of God, fo as to perform 
it in a right and acceptable Manner. The Spirit 
helpeth our Iifirmities; for we know not what me 
ſhould pray for, as we ought, but the Spirit itſel 
maketh Interceſfion for us, with Groanings whic 
cannot be uttered, Rom. vii. 26. 


A 
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A Worſhipper of God, that doth not ſee 
any Need of, or conſequently doth not ſeek af- 
ter, nor is thankful] for, the Help and Strength 
of the Holy Spirit of God, in his worſhip of the 
Deity, appears ro me, not to worſhip God 
according to the Scripture Revelation, 

Fourthly. To worſhip God according to the 

Scripture Revelation, is to worſhip him in the 
Beauties of Holineſs ; with clean Hands, and a 
pure Heart; unpolluted, undefiled, with the 
Stain and Guilt of any one known Sin indulg- 
ed and reigning. This would be an effectual 
Bar in the way of God's Acceptance; and 
33 the ready Means of drawing down the 
Divine Indignation and Vengeance. God 
heareth not Sinners. The Sacrifice of the Wiek- 
ed is an Abomination to the Lord, how muth 
more when he bringeth it with a wicked Mina. 
Prov. xxi, 27. 
We are to waſh our Hands in Innoccncy, 
and to compaſs the Altar of our God, and 
draw near witha true Heart, in full Aſſurance of 
Faith, having our Hearts ſprinkled from an evil 
Conſcience, and our Bodies waſhed with pure Wa- 
ter. Heb. x. 22. 

Fifthly, To worſhip God according to the 
Scripture Revelation is to worſhip him ig the 
Faith and Hope of a bleſſed Reſurrection to 
eternal Life. | 

Time hath been when ſuch a Service would 


have been deemed mercenary, and judg'd un- 
| worthy 


. 


worthy 2 Chriſtian, but the World ſeems to 
have been grown more wiſe at this Day, than 
to condemn what is ſo very agreeable to the 
Goſpel Scheme. All the Promiſes of Chriſtia- 
nity were deſigned, and are urged as ſo 
many Motives to Holy Obedience. To do 
the Will of God on ſuch Encouragement, is 
truly Evangelical. The Patriarchs, and Pro- 
ny cn Martyrs of the Old Teſtament 

iſpenſation, obey*'d God under a ftrong 
and lively Faith ot the inviſible Realities of 
'the eternal World, whoſe Examples are at 
large propoſed to us tor our Imitation. Heb, 
xi. The bleſſed Jeſus himſelf gave us a Pat- 
teen hereof to copy after, who for the Foy that 
was ſet before bim, endæred the Croſs, deſpiſing 
the Shame, and 1s ſet down at the Right Hand 
of the Throne of God. Heb. xii. 2. And that 
our Apoſtle ated on this Principle, we learn 
from the Words following my Text, and 
have Hope towards God, which they themſelves 
alſo allow, that there ſhall be a Reſarrection of 
the Dead, both of the juſt and the unjuſt; and 
herein do I exerciſe myſelf, to have always 4 
Conſcience void of Offence towards God, and to- 
wards Men, | f * 

I proceed, 


Secondly, To enquire what is contained 
under the Denomination of an Heretic, which 
the Woribipper of the eternal God, accord- 
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ing to the Scripture Revelation, may be 
ſcandaloufly repreſented to be. 


There have been no Words more com- 
mon in the Mouths of Chriſtians of late 
Years, than Hereſy and Heretic, All Par- 
ties ſcruple not to faſten that Term on thoſe 


of oppoſite Sentiments to themſelves ; and 


this they do by way of Scandal and Re- 
proach: And it is certain, it doth Carry a 
molt harſh and odious Sound to modern 
Ears. Call a Man an Heretic, and the 
common People immediately entertain an 
Idea ol him, as one abandon'd of God, and 
in a State of Damnation: And very oſten 
the molt looſe and profligate Wretch, ſhall 
find more Room in their Charity, than one 
whom they have been rz ught to look upon 
in that Light. This I believe you mult all 
perceive to have been Matter of Fact. But 
it is juſtly to be qucſtion'd, whether the 
greateſt Part of thoſe, who have thoſe Words 
ofteneſt in their Mouths, are acquainted 
with the Meanjng of them. I ſhall endea- 
vour to let you fee, in as plain a manner as 
J am able, what was the original and pri- 
mitive Senſe of Hereſy and Heretic, and 
what they have been us'd to fignily in the 
preſent and ſome paſt Ages. 
- The Greek Word, is deriv'd from 4 
Theme which ſignifies to chooſe, and there- 
fore properly denotcs a Set of Notions = 
| Principles, 
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Principles, which a Perſon emhraceth, in 
order to form his Life and Manners by them. 
Hence it appears at firſt Sighr, that ir may 
be taken in a good or bad Senſe, as thoſe 
choſen Notions or Principles, prove to be 
good or bad; and thus was it uſed both by 
Latin and Greek Authors, and even in the 
New Teſtament itſelf, ro mean no more 
than a Syſtem of Tenets and Opinions, that 
a parricular Man or Party, hath choſen and 
profeſſeth to believe, and ro govern his Con- 
duct by. Thus Ciczro, Non ſum in eadem 
cum illo Hereſi, i. e. Sententia, Tull. Pa- 
radox, I am not in the ſame Hereſy with 
him, that is, in the ſame way of Thinking. 
Thus Jo{-phus calls the different SeQs of the 
Jews Hereſies; as, the Hereſy of the Eſſenes; 
the Hereſy of the Phariſees, &c. Thus doth 
St. Luke himſelf uſe the Word in this Book, 
as ſignifying only the peculiar Sentiments of 
a particular Party. gets v. 17. Then the 
High. Prieſt roſe up, and all they that weie with 
bim, which is the Sect of the Sadduces. (Or 
as the Original hath it, the Hereſy of the 
Sadduces.) Acts. xv. 5. There roſe up certain 
of the Sect of the Phariſees, which believed, In 
the Greek it is, the Hereſy of the Phariſces, 
xxvi. 5. which knew me from the Beginning, 
that after the moſt ſtraiteſt Sect of our Religion: 
Or as the Greek hath it, the moſt ſtraiteſt 
Hereſy ol our Religion, I lived 4 Phariſee, 
4 g C2 Cap. 
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cap. xXxviii. 22. As concerning this Sect, or 
Hereſy, we know that every where it is ſpoken 
againſt. In all theſe Places, the Word ſeems 
plainly to be uſed in an indifferent Senſe ; 
and therefore our Tranſlators do not render 
it Hereſy but Sect. BY Fave? tops. Ota 
But there are other Places of Scripture, in 
which the Word plainly carries a bad Senſe 
with it; and therefore is tranſlated in our 
Bibles Hereſy. As, 1 Cor. xi. 19. For there 
muſt be alſo Hereſies among you, 'that they which 
are approved, may be made manifeſt among you. 
Gal. v. 20. Among the Works of the He 7 are 
reckoned Hereſies. 2 Pet. ii. 1. There were 
falſe Prophets among the People, as there ſhall be 
falſe Teachers among goa, who privily ſhall bring 
in damnable Hereſtes, Tit. iii. 10. A Man that 
is an Fleretic, after the firſt and ſecond Admo- 
nition, rejett, knowing that he that is ſuch, is 
ſubverted, and ſinneth, being condemned of him- 
Af. | | 4 
c Chriſtian Authors, in every ſucceeding 
Age of Chriſtianity, never uſe the Word but 
in a bad Senſe; in which it is uſed at this 
OO OG BER, REA 
According to the preſent Acceptation of 
the Word, Hereſß, may be defined to be, An 
Error in Doctrine, that ſubyerts the Foundations 
ef the Chriſtian Religion, obſtinately maintain'd 
and per ſiſted in, notwithſtanding the cleareſt Ar- 
guments and Proofs to the contrary. n 
1 cake 
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ke it, is what we commonly mean by 
Word now a-Days. Conſequently, an He- 
retick is one that is miſtaken in the Fundamen- 
tals of Chriſtianity ; wilfully ſhuts his Eyes againſt 
the Light, and continueth Deaf to all Con- 
_—_ _— 


There are therefore theſe three Things 
rticularly contain'd under the Denomina- 
tion of an Heretic. 


Firſt, He is one that errs in Doctrine; whoſe 
Faith in the Chriſtian Scheme is not right and 
ſound. A Man is never calPd an Heretic 
for any Faults in Practice, let his Life be ever 
fo vicious and immoral. He only is ſo de- 
nominated, that holds erroneous Opinions 
and Principles, differing from the Truths ſup- 
poſed to be revealed in Scripcure, | 


Secondly, He is one, whoſe Sentiments diſ- 
agree with the Scripture Doctrine, in Points 
of the utmoſt Mcomznt and laſt Importance; 
fuchas affeQ the very Eſſence of our Religion ; 
without the Beliefof which Salvation is judged 
unattainable, It is not holding barely a Doc- 
trinal Error, that conſtitutes a Man an Here- 
tic. No! There are Miſtakes of an indiffe- 
rent Nature, or of but ſmall Conſequence in 
Religion, adjudged ſuch by all Parties, which 
therefore a Man may fall jato, and yet be 

vg ö eſteemed 
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1 ſound and orthodox in the Main. 
But then there are Miſtakes deſtructive and 
fatal, which undermine the whole Super- 
ſtructure of our Religion, and pull the Fabrick 
of Chriſtianity down to the Ground. Such as 
the Disbelief and Denial of the Reſurrection 
particularly mentioned by the Apoſtle, which 
he argues and proves to be ſubverſive of the 
Goſpel. 1. Cor. xv. 13. If there be no Reſur- 
rection of the Dead, then is Chriſt not riſen, and 
if Chriſt be not riſen, then is our preaching vain, 
and your Faith is alſo vain; ye are yet in jour 
Sins, and they alſo which are fallen aſleep in Chriſt, 
are periſhed. And other Doctrines of a like 
Nature there are, Errors in which will prove 
fatal, and it is in Relation to theſe, that the 
erroneous Perſon is denominated an Here- 
tic. | 


Thirdly, Tnveterate Prejudice and Obſtinacy 
Bok alſo to compleat the Idea of an Heretic. 
e is one that is reſolved nor to ſee his Error ; 
will not be better inform'd ; all Admonitions, 
Perſwaſions aud Arguments areloſt upon him. 
He will not attend and hearken to them, but 
remains ſtubborn and refractory, wilfully blind 
and obſtinate. Hence that noted ſaying of 
St. Auſtin, Errare poſſum, Hereticus eſſe Molo. 
Err I may, an Heretic I won't be; z.e. I 
will not be obſtinate in my Error; I will be 
Ever open to Conviction; always willing and 
888 | | ready 
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regdy to receive new Light, whenſoever of- 
cr . | | | WY of 
Such is the Conſtitution of an Heretick. 
But ſuch an one no ſincerely pious and good 
Man can be. For whoſoever will do God's Will, 
be ſhall know of the Doctrine. whether it be of God, 
or whether 1 ſpeak of myſelf. John vii. 17. What 
Man is he that feareth the Lord? him ſhall he teach 
in the Way that he ſhall chooſe. Pſalm xxv. 12, 
But yet ſuch a ſcandalous Denomination bath 
been the Fate of many a good Chriſtian. AC; 
cording to the Temper and Diſpoſition of thoſe 
in Power inthe Church, hath been, and will 
be the Term Hereſy and Heretic more ot: 
leſs thrown about and applied. Where; Per- 
ſons are fond of multiplying Fundamentals, 
and can ſo far prevail with the Civil Power, 
as to get them eſtabliſh'd by Authority, rhe 
leaſt Deviation from the generally _recciv'd 
Opinions ſhall be conſtrued Hereſy, . and rhe 
Man condemned for an Heretic, who is a 
ſincere Enquirer after Truth, and. taketh all 
due Care and Pains to inform his Judgment 
aright out of the Word of God, which he be- 
lieves from his Heart, and taketh for the only 
Rule of his Paith and Manners; ſuch an one, 
I fay, ſhall be condemn'd as an Heretic, be- 
cauſe he cannot be convinc'd by ſuch Argu- 
ments offer'd to him, as they think good and 
clear, but to him appear the contrary. 


Hence 
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Hence it is we find the Papiſts, whoſe Re- 
ligion is eſtabliſhed in Spain. France, &c. au- 
thoritatively pronouncing of all thoſe who 
deny their ſuperſtitious and idolatrous Prac- 
tices, that they are Heretics, and condemn- 
ing all Proteſtants as obſtinately erroneous be- 
cauſe they cannor, (as it would be a Wonder 
if they ſhould) ſee the Force of thoſe weak 
Proots which they offer for their Practices. 
Hence it is Lutherans beſtow moſt plentiful] 
this Denomination on the Calviniſts; and the 
return it with equal Warmth on them. And 
hence aroſe the ſo plentiful Uſe of this Term in 
ſome Time paſt nearer Home; when a Perſon 
Eould not be a Diſſenter from High-Church 
Principles, without having that odious Appel- 
lation fix'd upon him. Such a Temper in all 
Ages and in all Churches hath produc'd the 
fame Effect, ſince the Time that the Jewiſh 
High-Prieft. and Elders firſt appropriated the 
Name to Chriſtianity, and ſtiled it the Hereſy 
of the Nazarenes, But a good Man that wor- 
fhippeth the eternal God according to the 
Scripture Revelation needs not regard and va- 
lue ſuch Uſage. This brings me to the third 


Enquiry, 1. 


Thirdly, Why ſuch an one, tho? thus ſcan- 
dalouſly repreſented needs not be aſham'd 
nor afraid, ro confeſs and own it to any Man, 
of whatever Religion, or in whatever Station 
of Life he is. And Firſt, 


(25) 
Firſt. His way of worſhipping God ſoun- 
' dedon the Scripture Revelation, will ſtand the 


Teſt of Reaſon, and bear the ſtricteſt Exami- 
nation and Enquiry. 


Did our Bibles contain any Thing unreaſo- 
nable, that was enjoy ned in the Worſhip and 
Service of God; could we ſee any Abſurdity 
as tothe way and Manner commanded; no 
wonder if Chriſtian Profeſſors were upon the 
Reſerve, and backwatd to publiſh ir to the 
World, leſt Men of good Underſtanding and 
— ſhould ſee into the Weakneſs and 

anity Of it, and expoſe them ſor their Belief 
and Practice of it. An Unreaſonable Beliet, 
and an Unreaſonable Conduct will always 
damp the Reſolution and Courage of any Man 
that embraceth it. But when we can ſee the 
cleareſt and the ſtrongeſt Reaſon for what we 
believe, and what we do, where can there be 


room for Shame or Fear? The Chriſtian Ser- 


viceis a reaſonable Service, molt worthy of 
God to inſtitute, and becoming ſuch a Crea- 
ture as Man to perform: Let the Word know, 
that we do, (and ler any impartial Man 
judge, whether we do not act a moſt reaſo- 
nable Parr in doing it) worſhipthe one only 
Infinite and Supreme Cauſe of all Things, 
and him alone. Let Men know we worſhip 
this eternal God in —2 thro' the ir 
0 
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of his only begotten and well beloved Son 
Chrift Jeſus. Let them know we profeſs to 
worſhip him in Spirit and Truth; in the 
Beauties of Holineſs; in the Faith and 
Hope of a bleſſed Reſurrection. Let them 
ſer all rheir Wits to work to diſcover any 
the leaſt Inconſiſtency herein, Let them 
conſult their Reaſon and ſee whether there 
be any Thing in all this, beneath the Dig- 
nity of our rational Nature, We need de- 
fire no Favour or Affection. All we want 
is a juſt and impartial Hearing. Let them 
compare this way of worſhipping God with 
that which any other Religion in the World 
dictates, and they will ſoon ſee the Dif- 
ference in Point of reaſonableneſs between 
them, Let the Heathen, Turk, and Jew, be 
aſham'd or afraid io have their way of 
Worſhip ſcrutiniz'd and liſted : The CH- 
tian ſhould be ready always to give an An- 
ſwer to every Man that asketh him a Rea- 
ſon of his Worſhip of God; as there are in- 
finitely ſtrong Reaſons always ready at 
Hand for him to give. 


Secondly, God will maintain his own Cauſe 
and ſupport him in the Defence of it. 


The Scripture Revelation, 4s of Diving 
Authority, and contains the Mind and Wit 
c 
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of God in all Things that relate to his Wor- 
ſhip and Service. Whilſt we are engag'd in 
any Work impoſed on us there, it is the 
Cauſe of God we are engaged in, and h: 
is bound in Honour and Juſtice to himſelf, 
not ro ſuffer his own Cauſe to fall to the 
Ground. 


In order to encourage his Diſciples to go 
forth and propagate the Goſpel at firſt, in 
Spite of all Oppolicion, he aſſureth them of 
Wiſdom and Strength from Above, to en- 
able them to the Work. Mazr. x. 17. 18. 
Beware of Men, for they wil deliver you ap to 
the Councils, and they will ſcourge you in their 
Sjnagogues, and ye ſhall be brought before Go- 
vernors ana Rings for my ſake, for a Teſtimo- 
ny againſt them and th! Gentiles, Bat when 
they deliver you up, tate no Thought how or + 
what ye ſhall ſpeak, for it ſhall be given 54 in 
that ſame Hour what ye ſhall ſpeak; for it is 
not je that ſpeak, but the Spirit of your Fa- 
ther which ſpeaketh in ü; And when we 
conſider the Conduct and Behaviour of the 
Apoſtles, in the Condition here foretold, 
we muſt needs fee the Promiſe exactly and 
fully made good : For ſuch Wiſdom ard 
Courage were they poſleſs'd of, as all their 
Adverfaries could not gain-fay, but won- 
der'd at. It is true, this Aſſurance was 

D 2 more 
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more eſpeclally g'ven unto them, as they 
ſtood in more ejp*cial Necd of ſupernatu- 
ral Aid for the Work they were employ'd 
in; and therefore i: cannot be giyen to any 
private Chriſtian at this Day, * without a 
manifeſt {training of the words ; However, 
from hence we may argue, that Gad will 
take Care, as Our Day is, our Strength ſhall 
be. And we do in Reality find, that in 
aſter-Ages, when God did call any out to 
extraordinary Trials and Work, his Grace 
was proportional and ſufficient for them : 
His Strength was made perfect in Weak- 
neſs. T 


Thiraly. Whatever ſuch an one ſuffers for 
his adhering to the Worſhip of God ac- 
cording to the Scripture Revelation on Earth, 
grea: will be his Reward in Heaven, None 
ever was, or ever will be a Loſer for it 
in the End. What! tho? he ſhould un- 
dergo on that Account, thro' the Ignorance 
and Malice of a wicked World, the Loſs of 
Reputation, or Eſtate ; tho* he ſhould be 
made a Gazing-Stock, both by Reproaches 
and Afflictions; ſhould have Trial of cruel 
Mockings and Scourgings; yea, moreover 
of Bonds and Impriſoament, and Death it- 
ſelf; the Sight and Enjoyment of God A- 
bove, which he ha:h a certain Promiſe of, 


Will 


(29) 
will make ample Amends for all, and he 
will never have Cauſe to repent his endur- 
ing any Hardſhip here below, for the Sake 
of it. This was the Encouragement Chriſt 
gives his Diſciples. Matt. x. 32. Whoſoever 
will confeſs me before Men, him will T alſo con- 
feſs before my Father which is in Heaven; bat 
whoſoever ſhall deny me before Men, him will I 
alſo deny before my Father which is in Heaven, 
The ſame Argument do we find this our 
Apoſtle uſing. 2 Tim. ii. 11. It is a faith- 
ful Saying, for if we be dead with him, we ſhall 
alſo live with him; if we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo 
reign with him; if we deny him, he alſo will 
deny as, | 


Having ſuch an encouraging Promiſe 
ſuch a comfortable Aſſurance of ſo great 
an Happineſs conſequent on confeſſing and 
owning his ſcriptural Worſhip of God, who 
need be aſham'd or can be afraid ſo to do? 
Let Men deſpiſe me and load me with ever 
ſo many hard Names and Reproaches for 
confeſſing my Faith and religious Practice 
before them, as long as I can caſt mine 
Eyes to Heaven, and hehold the bleſſed 
Jeſus willing and ready to introduce me 
into his Father's Preſence, on my Departure 
hence, and thus welcoming me there, 
See, O Righteous Father, the Soul that for mine 


and 
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and the Goſpel ſake, and the Acknowle dg ment of 
the Trath, did not ſtart back from the ſevereſt Suf- 
erings, in s Reputation, Perſon, and Eſtate; I 
nom recommend him 44 an Object meet for thy Grace 
and Favour, Let him fit down with me in my Throne, 
45 Jam, in Reward of my Sufferings, ſet down with 
thee on thy Throne. I will rejoice and be exceed- 
glad, how grievous ſoever my preſent Lot is. 


Hence, to conclude 


Firſt. Obſerve the proper aud genuine 
Character of a true and ſound Chriſtian. 


Were we to ſeek among the Profeſſors of 
the Goſpel for a juſt and ful] Deſcription of 
a true Chriſtian, we ſhould find a greater 
Difference than at firſt we might be aware 
of, Every diftin&t Parry would be for con- 
fining the true Chriſtian Character too much 


to the Beliet and Practice of their own parti- 


cular Scheme, and for inſerting ſuch Things 
as eſſential to it, which ſhould exclude thoſe 
of different Sentiments from having an Inte- 
reſt in it. Unleſs they believ'd as they be- 
lie vd, and did as they did in Religion, in their 
Account, they are not true and ſound Chriſ- 
tians. But alas! my Brethren, this Game 
hath been too long plaid for the Honour 
and Credit of Chriſtiani ?, and the 3 
| an 
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and Welfare of the Church. We ſhould 
throw off now, it is high Time, ſuch un- 
reaſonable Attachment to any Syſtem or Ser 
of Notions, framed by the Ingenuity and 
Learning of any Man; and judge of our 
Religion and the Goodneſs of the Profeſſors 
of ir, from the Accounts and Characters of 
them, which we find in our Bibles. I am 
ſure our Judgments both of the one and the 
other, would be more juſt and right, and I 
am perſuaded we thould ſoon fiad the Be- 
nefit and Comfort of it. St. Paul was with- 
out Doubt a true Chriſtian, and his Coafeſ- 
ſion of Faith, ſound and orthodox, and he 
gives it as his Character, that after the 
way they call'd Hereſy, ſo worſhipped he 
the God of his Fathers, believing all Things 
that were written in the Law and the Pro- 
phets. Therefore whoever acts the ſame 
Part, and worſhippeth the eternal God ac- 
cording to the Goſpel, and believeth the 
Old Teſtament Revelation, is a Chriſtian, 
and a true Chriſtian too, whatever his Sen- 
timents may be, as to ſome particular Points 
of Controverſy, bandied about by Men of 
different Perſuaſions and Parties; we ſhould 
not be backward to acknowledge, receive, 
and love him as a Chriſtian Brother, though 
the over-warm Zeal of ſome may carry 
_ to hard Sentiments and Speeches of 
_—_ _ It 
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Secondly. Let us learn hence not to be 


terrified and affrighted from confeſſing and 


owning our worſhipping the eternal God 
according to the Scriprure Revelation, on 
account of any odious Names thrown upon 
us for ſo doing. 


It is an Old Device of Satan's; a Thing 
his Emiſſaries have practiſed from the Be- 
ginning, againſt the Goſpel of Chriſt. St. 


Haul, in his Day, was reckoned an Arch- 


Heretic, a Ringleader of the Hereſy of the, 
Nazareyes ; and a great many good Men of 
the ſame Temper and Spirit with St. Paul, 
have met with the like Uſage. Why the 

ſhould any of us think it ſtrange to find 
our Characters thus injuriouſly loaded with 


Scandal and Odium ? The Devil hath the 


ſame Antipathy againſt the Chriſtian Reve- 
lation (till. Time hath made no Alteration 
in his malicious Temper; and he never 
wants for Inſtruments to diſcourage the ſin- 
cere Profeſſors of it. Let us be but once 
aſſured in our own Minds and Conſciences; 
that we worſhip God according to the Goſ- 


pel way, believing all Things that are writ- 


ren in the Law and the Prophets, and then 


we may challenge the World and Devil ro 
do their worſt; remembring thoſe words 


of our Saviour, Matt. v. 7. Bleſſed are ye 
when 


\ — — — 
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when Men ſhall revile you, and perſecute 
you, and ſhall ſay all Manner of Evil againſt 
you falſly for my ſake, Rejoyce and be ex- 
ceeding glad, for great is your Reward in 
Heaven; for ſo perſecated they the Prophets 
which were before jou. 


Thirdly, What a Spirit, unworthy 
the Chriſtian Name, do thoſe ſhew 
who are aſham'd or afraid to confeſs 
they Worſhip God according to the 
Scripture Revelation, on any Conſidera- 
tion whatſoever ? 


. Do they not think the Chriſtian Ser- 
vice a reaſonable Service? Why then 
do they engage in it ? And if ir be 
reaſonable, why are they aſham'd of 
it? Cannot it be defended with ſound 
Reaſon and folid Argumeat? and ſtand 
the Brunt of the ſtricteſt Enquiry and 
Examination ? Is it not the Cauſe of 
God they eſpouſe? why are they then 
afraid? Let their Enemies be ever ſo 
many and powerful, is not God above 
| . all? 
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all? Candot the Almighty, who doth 
whatever he pleaſeth in the Armies of 
Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of 
this Earth, cannot he maintain it? Is 
he not able to ſupport them, whatever 
their Burthen is in owning of it? Hath 
he not promiſed them a ſufficient Re- 
ward hereaficr, for all their Sufferings 
on that Account? Will not Heaven 
at laſt compenſate for all the Troubles 
they can endute? Ir is a Diſgrace to 
the Chriſtian Faith, that any Proteſſor 
of ir, ſhould be thus timo cus and 
cowardly. I | 


St. Paal's Circumſtances at this Time, 
were very low and mean. He was a 
Priſoner, accuſed of the higheſt Crimes 
and Miſdemeanours, by all the Great 
Men of his own Nation, before a 
Judge that was an Heathen, unjuſt, in- 
temperate, and exceeding Ccvetous, yet 
all thcſe Confiderations, could not diſ- 
may and daunt him. He ſpeaks his 
religious Sentiments with the greateſt 


Courage and Frankneſs, let the Event 
be 
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be what it would. This I confeſs to thee, 
that after the Way which they call Hereſy, 
ſo worſhip I the God of my Fathers, believ« 
ing all Things which are written in the Lan 
and the Prophets. 


I 
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